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FOR THE CHRISTIAN MONITOR. 


The Importance of Prarer under the frresent Calamity 
of War. 


THAT it is the duty of every nation, in times of public cala- 
mity, by prayer, to seek that deliverance which can alone be obtain- 
ed by the arm of the Almighty, is a sentiment as universally em- 
braced, as it is apparent in the page of sacred history. When the 
Israelites groaned under the bondage inflicted upon them by Pha- 
raoh, king of Egypt, their cries reached the throne of Jehovah, and 
Moses became their successfuldeliverer. Senacherib, king of As- 
syria, having with a numerous army invaded dsrael, Hezekiah and 
his people humbled themselves, and prayed unto the Lord. Their 
prayer was heard ; the angel of the Lord was commissioned to re- 
lieve ; and, in one night, he slew an hundred fourscore and five 
thousand of their enemies, In the reign of David, a pestilence 
raged which swept its thousands to their graves ; but David pray- 
ed unto the Lord; he was intreated for the land, and the plague 
was stayed. In all these instances, whether uncer bondage, war 
or plague, it is certain they were deeply sensible of their transe 
gressions against God ; they were truly humbled; and by prayer, 
they sought for that relief which could alone proceed from the 
Vou. I. 36 
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hand of God, and deliverance flew swift as the morning light ! 

The recital of these ancient historic facts, should make a seri- 
ous impression on the mind of every American, and assist them 
to reflect on the past, as well as the present dispensations of Di- 
vine Providence to our country. After along contest with our 
mother country, it pleased God to establish our independence ; 
extend our commerce ; increase our agriculture ; smile upon the 
institutions of learning, and especially, caused the light of the gos- 
pel to shine in almost every dark corner of our continent. These 
invaluable favours, in quick succession, in so short a space of time, 
should have produced the highest possible expressions of obedi- 
ence and gratitude. 

However, it is deeply te be lamented, that some few years after 
such national blessings, infidelity, dissipation, and a variety of er- 
rors took a wide spread in our country ; by which the morals of 
the people, and especially those of our youth, were extremely vi- 
ciated. God visited us with pestilence. Philadelphia yet remem- 
bers her citizens who were then conveyed to the shades of death» 
and the sable train of sorrows which followed. In 1798, New- 
York felt the awful visitation of the same calamity, which was ac- 
companied with such appendages of wretchedness as will not be 
effaced from the page of her history. Under each of those visi- 
tations the land mourned ; the pious denominations, without dis- 
tinction, convened for humiliation and prayer before the throne of 
God. The calamity subsided,-and for several years the most de- 
sirable blessing of health has been enjoyed. 

Now we are again involved in the horrors of war. The sword 
is*drawn. Stagnation of commerce is deplored. Some success 

has been obtained on the ocean, but many valiant men have fallen 
on our frontiers, and the widow and fatherless are bathed in tears; 
nor know we where the scene will end! As war is a calamity 
deeply to be deplored, and peace a blessing ardently to be desired, 
this address is designed to claim the attention of the public, and 
especially the religious part of the community, to a serious re- 
flection on our present national affliction. We have already, by 
judicie} recommendations, held two days for humiliation and pray- 
er; but may not the design of them have been forgotten ; or were 
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they held without that temper of mind, and disposition of heart, 
which were indispensably necessary to invoke the aid of the Al- 
mighty? Certain it is, the public mind is not so seriously im- 
pressed under the present, as the former calamity of pestilence ; 
for among the many religious societies, whether in the city or 
country, where are there assemblies for humiliation and prayer? 
Newspapers are read with avidity. Political disputations are 
held. Our pulpits are not altogether free from harangues on the 
‘Subject. But where are the people who sigh, and mourn, and pray 
before the throne of Jehovah for the aversion of our calamity, and 
who intercede that peace, with its tleusand blessings, may be re- 
stored to our country, and our civil and religious privileges be 
continued to us in their glorious perfection? Christians, as such, 
are not accustomed to look to the professed men of the world for 
such temper of mind and devotion of heart ; but such Christians 
may well be asked, “ What do ye more than others ?”” 

The political causes of the present war, were I competent, are 
not my province todevelope. Under such acalamity it would be 
a felicity, if every citizen, from the highest to the lowest grade, 
forgot the sentiment of party, and were of one mind, one heart, and 
one soul, and drank into one amiable and generous spirit for the 
preservation and happiness of this vast continent. Christians, as 
such, in the present case, should lose the name_of party. distinc- 
tion, and as with one voice, send their petitions on high to the 
throne of God ! Such must be convinced that God hath a controver- 
sy with us. There must be causes of a moral, or rather I should 
have said, causes of an immoral nature, which never fail to produce 
the just visitation of the Almighty. Shall there be eyil ina 
city, and the Lord hath not done it?” 

May this address, which flows from a glowing heart for the 
prosperity of America, have some influence upon the various or- 
ders of our citizens. Let ministers of the gospel of peace, and 
congregations of every denomination, who have so. long enjoyed 
their respective privileges under our valuable constitution, lay 
the present state of their country near at heart. If those who loved 
and prayed for the prosperity and peace of ancient Zion, had them- 
selves a promise of prosperity, we have every encouragement for 
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the same blessing. Our civil and religious privileges are far 
greater than any other nation upon earth ever enjoyed. ‘They are 
the gifts of God, and on our misimprovement, he candnterrupt us 
in their enjoyment, or deprive us oftbem. It has universally been 
observed, that when a people under calamity are deeply. humbled, 
and seek refuge under the shadow ofthe wings of the Almighty, 
deliverance has been granted. Our cuty therefore is plain; let 
us perform it with hearts of sincerity. “In cities, towns, and vil- 
lages, let the ministers of God convene theirpeople for prayer, 
and an answer of peace may soon be returned. © J. S. 


N. B. Those Ministers and Churches who may de.conyinced 
of the utility of this Address: would it not be advisable to read 
it publicly from the pulpit, as thereby the people may perceive 
.its importance, and be solicitous of engaging in solemn prayer ? 


—+ eo 
> 


Extract from Andrew Fuller’s refily to the observations, of Phi- 
lanthropfios, on the Death of Christ. 


SECTION L 
(Concluded from page 548.') 


V. The intercession of Christ, which is founded upon his death 
sand expressive of its grand design, extends not to all mankind. 
«wl pray for them, says Christ, Zfray pos for the world ; but for 
them whom thot hast g#ven me, for they are thine,”* The inter- 
cession of the priests under the law, so far as I know, was always 
in behalf of the sattie persons for whom the oblation was offered, 
The persons prayed for by our Lord, must either mean those who 
“were then believers, to the exclusion, of the unbelieving world ; 
» or all who “should at arly period of time believe, to the exclusion 
of those who should finally perish. That Christ prayed for those 
who then believed in him, is granted ; but that his intercession was 
confined to them, and excluded all that did not believe in him, can- 
not be admitted, for the following reasons——1!. Christ prays for 
all that were given him of the Father: but the term given is not 
applied to believers as such, for nzen are represented as given 0 


John xvii. 9. 
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the Father prior to their coming to Christ. John vi. 37. 2. The 
scripture accounts of Christ’s intercession do not confine it to those 
who are actually believers, which it must have done if the sense I 
oppose be admitted. When he hung upon the cross, he prayed 
‘for his enemies ; and herein most evidently fulfilled that prophecy: 
“ He poured out his soul unto death, he was numbered with the 
transgressors, he bare the sin of many, and made intercession for 
the transgressors.”*—3. li is expressly said in verse 20, “Nei. 
ther pray I for these alone, but them also who shall believe in me 
through their word.’ 

VI. If the doctrine of eternal, personal, and unconditional edec- 
tion be a truth, that of a special design in the death of Christ, must 
necessarily follow. I donot suppose P. will admit the first ; but 
I apprehend he will admit that if the first could be proved a scrip- 
ture truth, the last would follow of course. I might then urge 
all those scriptures and arguments which appear to me to prove 
the doctrine of election. But this would carry me beyond my pre- 
sent design. I only say, the following scriptures, amongst many 
others, appear to: me-conclusiye upon that subject; and what can- 
not be answered without a manifest force being put upon them. 
«God the Father hath bless€d™us with all spiritual blessings in 
Christ Jesus—according as he hath chosen us in him before the 
foundation of the world that we should be holy. God hath from 
the beginning chosen you to salvation, through sanctification of 
the Spirit, and the belief of the truth. All that the Father giveth 
to me shall come.to me. Whom he did foreknow, he did fredes- 
tinate to be conformed to the image of his Son ; moreover, whom 
he did predestinate, them he also called ; whom he called, them he 
also justified, and whom he justified, them he also glorified. I 
have much people in this city. As many as were ordained to eter- 
nal life believed. Elect, according. to the fore-knowledge of God 
the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience, 
‘Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not accord- 

_ ing to our works ; but according to his own purpose and grace; 
which was given’us in Christ Jesus before the world began. Ye 
have not chosen me, bat I have chosen you, and ordained you that 
you should go and’ bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should re- 


Luke xxili. 34. Ts lit aa 
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main. I thank thee, O Father, Lord-of heaven and earth, because 
thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and reveal- 
ed them unto babes. Even so, Father, for so it seemed good m 
thy sight. Except the Lord of hosts had left us a seed, we had 
been as Sodom, and been made like unto Gomorrah. At this 
present time also there is a remnant according to the election of 
grace. The election hath obtained it, and the rest were blinded, 
I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy; and 1 will have 
compassion on whom I will have compassion. So then, i¢ 1s not 
of him that willeth, nor ef him that runneth; but of God that 
sheweth mercy.””* 

The above passages must be allowed to speak only of a part of 
mankind. This part of mankind must be styled the chosen of God, 
given of the Father, &c. either because of their actually being 
believers, or because it was foreseen that they would believe, or 
as we suppose, because God eternally purposed in himself that 
they should believe and be saved. It cannot be on account of the 
JArst, seeing they were chosen “before the foundation of the 
world,” and given to Christ prior to their believing in him. I¢ 
cannot be on account of the second, because then, what he had 
done for us must have been according to something good in us» 
and not according to his own purpose and grace, given us in 
Christ Jesus, before the world began. It would also be contrary 
to all those scriptures recited above, which represent our being 
chosen and given of the Futher as the cause of faith and holiness. 
If our conformity to the image of the Son of God, our faith, hos 
liness and obecience are the effects of election, they cannot be the 
ground or reason of it. Hf men are given to Christ prior to the 
consideration of their coming to him, then they cannot be said to 
be given on account of their socoming. If then it cannot be on 
account of either the frst or the second, I conclude it must be 
on account of the /ast. 

The death of Christ is assigned as a reason why none at the last 
day shall be able to lay any thing to the charge of God’s elect.t 





* Eph.i. 3,4. 2Thes.ii.13. John vi.37. Rom. viii. 29, 30. 
Acts xviii. 10. xiii. 48. 1 Pet. i 2. 2 Tim.i.9. John xy. 16. 
Matt. xi. 25, 26. Rom. ix. 15,16, 29. xi. 5. 7, 
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But if it extends equally to those who are condemned as to those 
who are justified, how does it become a security against such a 
charge? Whatever difference there may be in point of security be- 
tween those who at that day are justified, and those who are con - 
demned, the death of Christ is not supposed to have had any in- 
fluence towards it. The security of the elect should rather have 
been ascribed to what they themselves have done in embracing the 
Saviour, than to any thing done by him, seeing what he did was 
no security whatever. It was no more than a cypher in itself con- 
sidered. The efficacy of the whole, it seems, rested not upon what 
Christ had done, but upon what they themselves had done in be- 
lieving in him. 

VII. The character of the redeemed in the world above, im- 
plies the sentiment for which we plead. Not only did the four 
living creatures, and the four and twenty elders (which seem to re- 
present the church militant) adore the Lamb, saying, “Thou wast 
slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood owt of every kin- - 
dred, and tongue, and people, and nation ;” but it is witnessed of 
_ those who are without fault before the throne of God, that “ they 
were redeemed (or novcut) from among men, being the first- 
fruits unto God, and the Lamb.” But if all of every kindred, 
and tongue, and people, and nation were bought by the blood of 
Christ, there could be no possibility of any being bought from 
amongst them. 

The above are some of the reasons which induce me to think 
there was a certain, absolute, and consequently limited design in 
the death of Christ, securing the salvation of all those, and only 
those, who are finally saved. The reader will now judge of the 
confident manner in which P. asks, “ What end can it answer to 
take all these pains to vindicate a doctrine which God has never 
revealed ?” (36.) 


et 


“SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES.” 


George, prince of Transylvania, read over the bible'seven and 
twenty times. 
Alphonsus, king of Arragon, read it over with a large comment- * 
fourteen times. 











566 EXTRACT FROM A SERMON, 


Extract from a Sermon, occasioned by the death of Mra. Marr 
Decezenne, wife.of Mr. Joseph E. Delezenne, and only 
daughter of Richard and Mary Chalk of this city—Preached 
in the Baptist Mecting-House, Mutberry-Street, New-Yerk, 
by Elder Archibald Maclay.—From Thes. iy. 1S, 14. 


(Continued from page 558.) 


It would indicate a want of feeling not to sympathize on this oc- 
casion, with the relations of the deceased, who have experienced 
so great aloss. Permit me, therefore, to suggest to you, my 
Christian friends, who mourn on account of this bereavement, 
some considerations with a view to alleviate your grief. 

This dispensation, however trying and affictive, is the doing 
of the Lord. And he hath done it, not only in infinite loving- 
kindness to Aer, but also to you ;—that your hearts may be more 
abstracted from this world, to which they are but too apt to cleave ; 
and fixed more steadily on those things which are above where 
Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. 

The event which occasions your present sorrow, has issued in , 
her eternel joy. She died in the Lord, and is now for ever sect 
free from sin and sorrow, and made completely happy in the pre- 
sence of her God and Saviour. And is it possible that you can 
have a wish that it were otherwise? Does not real affection always 
delight in the happiness of its object? Let the language of Jesus 
in his last address to his weeping disciples sink deep into your 
mind :—If ye loved me, ye would rejoice, because I said I go un- 
to the Father. : 

The painful separation which this event has occasioned, vill: 
not be of long duration. If ye continue in the faith grounded” 
and settled, and be not moved away from the hope of the gospel 
which you have heard, you shall again meet your departed friend 
in a happier and better world, never to part. It was this conside- 
ration which ¢omposed David’s mind.under the loss of his child: 
—‘“ He shall not return to me, but one consolation still remains; | 
shall go to him.” 


“ A few short years of evil past, 
We reach the happy shore ; 
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Where death-divided friends at iast 
Shall meet, to part no more.” 


But what shall I say to the relations of the deceased, who ar 
yet living without God and without hope in the world? Shall I say 
to you, weep on her account? No; weep for yourselves. The 
separation which has taken place, if you continue in your present 
state, will be an eternal one of wo. It is true you shall meet 
again in the great day of final retribution ; but this willbe an aw- 
ful meeting. ‘The admonitions, the prayers, and the tears, of your 
godly relations will be found swift witnesses against you in that 
day ; and you shall hear the Judge of all pronounce your doom. 
Depart from me,—depart from the society of saints and angels» 
depart ye cursed, into everlasting fire prepared for the devil and 
his.angels. May the Lord grant that you may now take warning 
and flee to Jesus the only refuge from the wrath to come, obtain 
peace and pardon through his blood, and be accounted worthy to 


escape ali these things, and to stand with acceptance before the 


Son of man! 

I cannot dismiss this subject without addressing the youth of 
this congregation. 

My dear young friends, the solemn event to which our atten- 
tion has this evening been directed,.the death of one of your young 
companions, cut down in the flower of her days, is, to us all 
but particularly to you, instructive and impressive. It furnishes, 
you with an additional evidence, that all flesh is grass; and all the 
goodliness thereof, as the flower of the field ; that life is a vapour 
that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away ; that youth 
is no security from the stroke of death ; and therefore, that noth- 
ing can be more unwise than to put off the concerns of the sou, 
and eternity to a future period. There are very few young people 
who have arrived at such a pitch of finished depravity, as to deter. 
mine to have nothing todo with religionatall ; but like Felix, they leave 
theconcern toa more convenient season ;,and inthe meantime, confi- 
dently conclude, that all willissue well.in theend, In thousands of suc- 
cessive instances, when sinners were trusting in this refuge of lies, 
Death, in an unexpected hour, has hurried them to the tribunaj 
of God, with a rapidity which has only permitted them to exclaim, 
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The harvest is fast, the summer is ended, and we are not saved. 
Let such examples admonish you, and without delay attend to the 
things which belong to your peace. Remember now thy Creator 
in the days of thy youth; now is the accepted time, now is the 
day of salvation ; ¢o-day, if you will hear his voice, harden not 
your hearts.” Your lives are very precarious and uncertain,— 
perhaps there is but a step between you and death,—perhaps this 
night your soul may be required of you. And should this be the 
case, are you prepared to meet death? There is no way oj an- 
swering the question, but by comparing your character with the 
word of God. There you will find it recorded, “ He that believ- 
eth on the Son hath everlasting life ; and he that believeth not the 
Son shall not see life ; but the wrath of God abideth onhim. Ex- 

cept ye repent, ye sliall all likewise perish. Except a man be born 

again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” Do you understand 
these things by experience? Did you ever seriously think about 
them? They are subjects of no small importance. If you have 
no experimental gcquaintance with them, you are at present stran- 
gers to yourselves, to God, to Christ, and to the way of life; ex- 
posed to the curse of Almighty God, and dying in your present 
state, you must perish for ever. Will you still madly persist 
in neglecting the great salvation? Will you sacrifice your own 
precious souls for the pleasures of sin, which are but for a séason, 
which always leave a sting behind, and issue in perdition? May I 
not hope, that you will now begin to see the folly and danger of 
such a course, and listen to the voice of God, who says, “ I love 
them that love me, and they that seek me early shall find me !” He 
expostulates with you as a father—** Wilt thou not from this time 
cry unto me, my father, thou art the guide of my youth ?” If you 
seek him, he will be found of you; but if you forsake nam, he will 
cast you off for ever. 


Te 4 Gees 


The venerable Bede read the scriptures with such affection, 
that he often wept over them, and used ta conelude with prayer. 
Benaventare wee ae twice, and learned most of it 
by heart. 
Dr. Gouge used to wit fifteen chapters every day, five in the 
morning, five after dinner, and five before he went to bed. 
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And it came to frass, when she saw that he had left his garment 
in her hand and was fled forth ; that she called unto the men 
of her house, and spake unto, them saying, See, he hath brought 
inan Hebrew unto us, to mock us. Gen. xxxix. 13, 14. 


(Continued from frage 548.) 


IT is worthy of remark, in the second place, that the slanderer 
does not accuse openly, or until there is some probability of mak- 


ing the evil report gain credit; or until the person traduced is 


absent. The base wife of Potiphar retained Joseph’s garment, 
and did not cry aloud until he had fled forth. After he had rushed 
from her seductive embrace, with a resolution becoming a pious 
young man, she alarms the household, calls in the men of her 
family, and instead of awaiting her husband’s return, publishes 
it, that the report of servants may establish the malicious accu- 
sation. A decent woman would not have made such a clamour ; 
for her husband alone could punish the offender. Neither her 
servants nor her neighbours had any thing to do in the affair. 
She does not accuse him face to face, for he might have convinc- 
ed the servants of her baseness, and triumphed over her intrigue. 


In this respect she is frequently imitated ; for most slanderers _ 


wait until the back is turned, and then attack the defenceless part, 


Who has ever invented armour for the back 2? They do not intend - 


discover them, or learn whence the re- 
d give the wound and conceal the wea- 







"ee icl ts would pierce others will be plunged into their 
own breasts. So ge a pug maar on 


« artifices will come. tolight, andthe instru- 


they suffer from the attempt, and injare shemacives ascenuch oy 


they designed to have injured others. 

cae hnabgauape sacra mag in ke 
slanderwill not spare their friends and connexions.This base w 
alleges to her household, that her husband hath introduced ant 
brew servant to mock her. "What awretch ! As it not sufficient 
to vilify Joseph ? Must'she also ‘speak of him whom she ought to 
0 Yeand esteem above all othitts, in stich a manner as to create dis- 
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respect in the minds of hisdomestics? Shail she indicate that Po- 
tiphar regards not the honour of his house ; that he is willing that 
his consort should be insulted and assailed? Vilest of women! 
But what could we expect better from one who would designedly 
injure the amiable,inoffensive son of Jacob? If she is not restrained 
by principle in one case, neither will she be in another. Her hus- 
band and Joseph are all the same,’when they equally interfere with 
her unlawful passions. Most slandcrers conduct in the same 
manner. They will falsely accuse an own brother or sister; and 
to free themselves from infamy, will cast on their parents all the 
criminality of their own misconduct. ‘ Thou sittest and speakest 
against thy brother; thou slanderest thine own mother’s son.” 
Hence a person who bridles not the tongue, is dreaded and avoid- 
ed by relatives. Who could feel secure; who could enjoy the 
society of a person under whose tongue was the poison of asps? 
As well might you extract balsam from aqua-fortis, as derive from 
such a heart, the consolations of friendship.. A person may be 
deluded for a time ; and so was Potiphar, for when. he return’d, 
his deceitful consort assumed-her usual hypocrisy, and informed 
him of Joseph's conduct, saying ; “ The Hebrew servant, came 
in unto me to mock me.”” No doubt she protested her constancy 
for protestations from such persons are much needed, and dwelt 
largely upon her innocence; in so much, that the captain of the 
guard believed her, and confined his faithful Joseph in a dungeon: 
_ ‘When, however the person whose character she had = esa 


‘was made prime’ niinister -of state, her iniq ust 
se Hine 


” exposed. it was imeumbent on him, then 


rity ; and consequently, this wretched deceiver, r, for mire crimes 
than one, must have sunk into merited contempt. All false ‘wit- 
nesses, sooner or later, Wilfbe brought to punishment; their 


_ friends» Will cease.to be blinded, and their crimes must arise in 
son dudgmnt : against them. Conscience will bécome’& worm that 


never dies ; aid their portion willbe assigned them with him, 
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ANECDOTE OF MR. THOMAS. 





ON GIVING TO THE POOR. 













v eto the poor, and thou shalt have treasure.in heayen. 

with Mat. xix. 21: , 
san / } 

a The method of begging in some foreign countries is not like 
| the that practised'in America; “ I pray you bestow something ona 
hod pyor man, and God will bless you.’ Thus putting their ‘do- 
on.” nors in mind, that while they are bestowing small things on them 
cid- they are laying up eternal treasures in heaven. The kind heart 
the feels more pleasure in giving, than the poor in receiving ; ; and fie 
ps? who is persuaded God lovesa cheerful giver, is more thankful 






that he has a heart to give, than the poor can be who receive his 
gifts Our Lord, who fed five thousand, could have always ‘féd 

























i himself and his disciples, but he chose rather to be ‘relieved by 
A , the hands of a few women, that he might, enrich those very crea- 
fd tures to all eternity, Those had a,short and difficult seed-tite 
cy but now ‘havea glorious and eternal harvest. If God’s chief 
elt glory lies in giving, let those who have opportunity and ability 
ae embrace the advantage with thankfulness, and let covetous iien 
yn: kiiow they are keeping wrath against the great day of wrath. — 
dy } : 

on 

go That soul can never be long out of Christ’s comforting arms, 
2) who by grace is brought to lie as a condemned sinner at, “his 
te feet. 

ir 

n ee , 

. Anecdote of Mr. Thomas late Missionary in India. 

j Mr. Thomas, one of the missionary brethren at Scrampore, 





“and who has how finished his pious course, was one day, after ad- 
dressing a crowd of the natives on the margin ‘of the Ganges, ace ° 
costed by a Brahman 4s follows: . Sehaid, (or sir) don’t you say 
that the devil tempts men to sin? “ Yes,” answered Mr. Thomas ; 
then, said the Brahman, certainly the fault is the devil’s, the devil 
therefore and not man ought to suffer the punishment. While 
the countenances of many of the natives discovered their appro- 
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bation of the Brahman’s inference, Mr. Thomas observing a boat, 
with several men on board, descending the river, with that facility 
of instructive retort for which he was so much distinguished, re- 
plied, Brahman, do you see yonder ‘boat? “ Yes.” Suppose I 
were to send some of my friends to destroy every person on board, 
and bring me all that is valuable in the boat ; who ought to suffer 
punishment? I for instructing them, or they for doing this wicked 
act? Why, answered the Brahman with emotion, you ought ai/ 
to be put to death together. Aye, Brahman, replied Mr. T. and 
if you and the devil sin together, the devil and you will be punish- 
ed together. 

































Rev. Mr. James Mair, late of Linton, Tweeddale. 





When this good man was preaching by appointment at Gate- 
shaw, near Morebattle, in the south of Scotland, during the sing- 
ing of the psalms, his text and all he had prepared entirely escap- 
ed him. A part ef the psalm which was just then singing, fixt 
upon his mind. The words were “O love the “Lord, all ye 
his saints.” Accordingly he read them for his text. The heads 
_ and particulars clearly presented to his mind an abundance of 
useful illustration. He found himself in a most happy and plea- 
sant frame. Whenever he looked among his audience he observ- 
ed serious attention and many tears. The goodman declared 
that he never enjoyed such aday of the Son of ‘man in his power 
and glory. Is not Christ still faithful to his promise? «Lo, I 
am with you always, even to the end of the wofld:” 






























OBITUARY. 


Died, on Saturday last, the 20th inst. William Conger, aged 
17 years, and 6 months. In the death of this young man, we behold 
auother proof of the sufficiency of the grace of God, to sustain 
the soul in the trying hour of passage through the dark valley 
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of the shadow of Death :—how rich are the consolations of the 
Christian Religion ! how invaluable its benefits ! it enables us to 
triumph over sin, misery, despair, and hell ; and translates us to 
fullness of joy, pleasure for evermore in the Heavens, The“blood 
of Christ cleanses us from pollution, and clothes us with purity. 

If faith is the substance of things hoped for, and the evidence of 
things not seen, then the deceased is in possession of an inheri- 
tance incorruptible, undefiled, and which fadeth not away—for he 
said, and believed, Jesus was his Lord and his God. 

Eyé hath not seen, neither hath ear heard, nor can the heart con- 
ceive,the things God hath reserved for his saints,and consummated 


in glory —Reader ! let us seek to follow where he is, for he shalt 
not return tous. * 


—2 + 


The following verse’ have appeared in one of the public prints— 
but, by solicitation we republish them in the Monitor. 


ED. 
ELEGIAC VERSES, 


Written on the death of the late Rev. Dr. John N. Abeel. 


Son of Religion, peaceful be thy grave ; 
In Jesus, the Redeemer, sleep serene ; 
The Resurrection’s morn will sweetly give 
The full fruition of a glorious scene. 


Oft have I heard thine eloquence display 

The wondrous myst’ries in Redemption’s scheme ; 
Thy glowing pow’rs would often fain pourtray 

The brilliant gloriés of the heavenly theme. 


Deeply impress’d with Tfuth’s resplendent grace, 
Thy soul embrac’d her rich luxuriant joys ; 

Her pow’rful influence taught thy mind to trace 
Those peaceful paths, that lead from transient toys. 


See yonder dome, the house of God “supreme ; 
{Tis fill’d; the sons of men croud to its aisles; 
¥ ayes 
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Thine accents every ear with rapture charm, 
And teach each burden’d mind, to ease its ils. 


Nor this alone; the humble roof was cheer’d 
Oft by thy sympathizing, friendly smiles; 

The poor have grateful bless’d thee, grateful heard, 
And as you welcome came, sad wo retir’d. 


The young and old, alike thy hands have press’d; 
And witness to thy faithful precepts given : 

And round the sacred board, the poor distress’d 
Have blessed thee,—as a favour’d child of Heav’n. 


In social life, we see thy virtues blaze, 

The husband, parent, honest man, and friend : 
Happy ! could we but imitate thy ways, 

And gain like thee, a peaceful happy end. 


But thou hast left this vale of tears to us; 
The tomb receives thy honour’d, precious dust ; 
And whilst we, sorrowing, mourn our heavy loss, 
Thy spirit joins the assembly of the just. 


’Tis ours to mourn, whilst o’er thy grave we weep ; 
Yes! wrapt in sorrow we will shed the tear ; 
Yet mourn we not, as those bereft of hope, 
But Resignation’s humble garments wear. 


In our fond bosoms shall thy memory glow, 

As oft we talk thy splendid virtues o’er; 

- And long, as thro’ this vale of tears we go, 
We'll hold thy pious warnings, ever dear. 


Son of Religion! peaceful be thy grave, 
In Jesus, the Redeemer, sleep serene ; 

The resurrection’s morn will sweetly give, 
The full fruition of a glorious scene. - 
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